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DEENR and E&E have much to celebrate this month!

Joan and David Ehrenfeld are awardees in the 18th annual “A Celebration of Excellence” Awards . These awards recognize the extraordinary accomplishments of faculty and staff at SEBS. Joan is the recipient of the Research Excellence Award while David will receive the Barbara Munson Goff Teacher of the Year Award.  Our congratulations to both Joan and David! 
The ceremony will be held on Wednesday, April 27, at 5:30 p.m. in the Cook Campus Center Multipurpose Rooms
The DEENR Undergraduate Awards for the Graduating Class of 2011 have been announced. Congratulations to the following recipients:
· Carly Aulicky
J.  Applegate Award for Outstanding Student in Wildlife 
· Daniel M.  Merchant
R. Locandro Award for Outstanding Student in Natural Resources
· Jeffrey T. Kane
 E. B. Moore Forestry Award 
· Laura R. Chen
M.  Buell Award for Outstanding Student in Ecology 
· Laura H. Wiley
P. Smouse Award for Outstanding Student in Evolution

 

DEENR  honored  these five awardees together with our other graduating seniors at our departmental reception on May 3rd. The reception ended  just prior to the beginning of the SEBS Baccalaureate Ceremony where the award recipients were honored, this time by the SEBS community at large. 
The GSNB Spring Reception on April 27th honored  this year’s recipients of the Graduate School New Brunswick Awards. E&E students once again will receive awards from the GSNB for their teaching and research. Congratulations to Wes Brooks, advisor Rebecca Jordan, who will receive a Dean’s Research Award for his work on invasive species in Southern Florida.  
Congratulations also to Holly Vuong, advisor Peter Morin, who will receive an Award for Teaching by a Graduate Student.  Holly has taught General Biology in the past and is currently the head TA in Principles of Ecology. Holly is also the recipient of a Bevier Fellowship from the GSNB for the coming year. This fellowship for finishing students will allow Holly to work solely on her dissertation in the coming year.

It should be noted that this is the 8th consecutive year that E&E students and/or faculty  have received awards from the GSNB for their teaching, their research or both. Congratulations again to all the winners both past and present.

Zac Freedman, advisor Tamar Barkay, received the 2011 award for excellence in graduate study from the Theobald Smith Society (NJ branch of the American Society for Microbiology) at their annual meeting April 21st.  The award came with a $1000 check that Zac will be using to pay for his attendance at the American Society  for Microbiology conference in New Orleans.  

Presentations:
The George H. Cook Scholars Program Honors Theses

Three DEENR graduating seniors presented their George H. Cook Honors theses to the Honors Committee on April 19, 2011. “The George H. Cook Scholars Program is the School on Environmental and Biological Sciences's senior honors thesis program. Candidates draft and present a proposal in the second term of the junior year, complete the six to twelve credit project in the senior year, and defend the thesis publicly at its conclusion.”  (from the George H. Cook Scholars Program website).
This year’s George H. Cook Scholars from DEENR were:

· Carly Aulicky. – Carly worked with Michael Sukhdeo on a project titled “ Ecology of Black Fly Larvae: An examination of Microhabitiat Preference and Attachement Mechanisms.” 
· Laura Chen – Laura worked in the Peter Morin lab. Her honors thesis was titled “Developing a Chemostat System to Control Nutrient Flow to a Protozoan Ecosystem.” Laura is a double major in Animal Science /Pre-Vet and Ecology and Natural Resources.

· Sean Hayes – Sean also worked in the Morin lab. His thesis was titled “Factors Affecting the Community Dynamics of Ciiates in Local Freshwater Systems.” 

Siobain Duffy gave a Plant Biology departmental seminar on April 8, 2011 titled “Genomic Evolution and Metagenomic Discovery of Geminiviruses.”

 Andrea Egizi, a Ph.D. student advised by Dina Fonseca, gave a presentation at the Entomological Society of America's Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA. Her talk was entitled "Rapid assay for blood meal identification in the Asian tiger mosquito, Aedes albopictus"
 
Zac Freedman, a Ph.D. candidate in the Tamar Barkay lab, reports the following presentations:

· Poster at the NJAES poster competition that won the undergrad award in Applied/Field Research. The poster was presented by Tzeh-Keong Foo an undergraduate working with Zac in Biochemistry and Microbiology.  
· Zachary Freedman, Tzeh-Keong Foo and Tamar Barkay. “Some Like it Hot: Effects of Environmental Factors on the Diversity and Distribution of merA in Yellowstone National Park Hot Springs.”  
· Paper at The Theobald Smith Society (NJ Chapter of the American Society for Microbiology) annual Meeting in Miniature on April 21st  in Trayes Hall, Douglass Campus Center. The talk was titled  “mer-riment in Hot and Hostile Environments: Interactions of Aquificales with Mercury.”  
· Seminar titled: Some Like it Hot: Effects of Environmental Factors on the Diversity and Distribution of merA in Yellowstone National Park Hot Springs at the Biochemistry and Microbiology Departmental Seminar. 

Frank Gallagher, Ph.D. 2008 and Visiting Scholar in the Jason Grabosky lab, gave the following presentations:

· “Urban Wildlands, Structure, Function and Ecological Risk". Society of Ecological Restoration, Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland. April 1, 2011  
· "Allometric relationships of Betula populifolia under conditions of soil metal induced stress". Ecological Society of America, Mid-Atlantic Conference. Montclair State University, New Jersey. April 9, 2011

Rebecca Jordan gave the following invited seminar:
· “Use of Citizen Science in Environmental Monitoring.” The Guyer-Seevers Program in Natural Resources Conservation: Governance Fellows Program. Michigan State University. April 8, 2011. 

 

 Jennifer Oberle-Kilic, a Ph.D. candidate in the John Dighton lab, gave a presentation at the Middle Atlantic States Mycology Conference at Clemson University on April 2nd.

· Jennifer Oberle-Kilic & John Dighton  “ Atomic Force Microscopy and Infrared Spectroscopy Reveal Fungal Enzyme Activity at the Hyphal Scale of Resolution.”
Lena Struwe gave a seminar titled "Medicinal Plants: from Native American and colonial NJ traditions to global malaria research" for the Garden Club of Somerset Hills on February 9.

Andrew “Pete” Vayda. (Professor emeritus; Department of Human Ecology) gave the following presentations:

· “Identifying Human Causes of Carbon Emissions in Indonesian Peatlands” (with Stibniati Atmadja and Yayan Indriatmoko), presented in the Climate-Change Session of the Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Seattle, March 30, 2011.
· Dos and don'ts in interdisciplinary research on causes of fires in tropical moist forests, given at the University of Indonesia and Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) in Indonesia, November 2010; University of Arizona, February 2011; and Rutgers University, March 2011.

Publications: 
Siobain Duffy has the following publication to report:

· J. Wang, A.M. Sharma, S. Duffy, R.P.P. Almeida. 2011. Genetic diversity at the 3’ terminal region of Grapevine leafroll-associated virus 3. Phytopathology. 101:445-450.

Julie Lockwood reports two publications:
· Boulton, R.L., B. Baiser,* M.J. Davis, T. Virzi*, and J.L. Lockwood.  In Press.  Variation in laying date and clutch size: the Everglades environment and the endangered Cape Sable seaside sparrow.  The Auk.

*Ben Baiser and Tom Virzi both received their Ph.D.’s working in Julie’s lab.
· Lockwood, J.L. 2011.  A close look at extinction rates.  Biological Conservation. 144: 665.

Marci Meixler has the following publication:

· Meixler, M. S. 2011. Application of the target fish community model to an urban river system.  Journal of Environmental Management 92: 1138-1147.

In the first quarter of 2011: the Peter Smouse group contributed to two papers that came to fruition:

· Scofield DG, Alfaro VR, Sork VL, Grivet D, Martinez E, Papp J, Pluess AR, Koenig WD and Smouse PE. 2011. Foraging patterns of acorn woodpeckers of (Melanerpes formicivorus) on valley oak (Quercus lobata Née) in two California oak savannah-woodlands. Oecologia 166:187-196.
· Struwe L, Smouse PE, Heiberg E, Haag S and Lathrop RG. 2011. Spatial evolutionary and ecological vicariance analysis (SEEVA), a novel approach to biogeography and speciation research, with an example for Brazilian Gentianacea. Journal of  Biogeography (In press, JBI-10-0548.R2)

Lena Struwe reports two publications:
· Kellogg, J., G. Joseph, K. Andrae-Marobela, A. Sosome, C.G. Flint, S. Komarnytsky, G. Fear, L. Struwe, I. Raskin, and M. Lila. 2010. Screens-to-nature: opening doors to traditional knowledge and hands-on science education. NACTA (North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture) Journal. Sept 2010: 41-48.

Kate Lepis, Paul Maas, and Lena Struwe have published a new gentian plant species, Sipapoantha obtusifolia, found only once on the mountain Sierra Baeta in northern Brazil. It is the second species of the genus, with the other species only found on the tepui-mountains in southern Venezuela. Sipapoantha obtusifolia  is a small branched shrub with leathery leaves and blue flowers with pollen grains four together in tetrads. It belongs to the Helieae group which is only found in the American tropics and contains many endemic and endangered species.
K.B. Lepis, P.J.M. Maas, L. Struwe. 2011. A new species of Sipapoantha (Gentianaceae: Helieae) from northern Brazil. Blumea 56, 2011: 28–32. http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/nhn/blumea/pre-prints/108;jsessionid=p4f1xssta3fl.victoria
Kimberly Thomas, a Ph.D. student working with Bonnie McCay, has the following science education publication: 

· Thomas, K., B.C. Bruno, K. Achilles, S.B. Sherman.  2011.  A Watery-Who Dunit: The case of the missing zooxanthellae.  Science Scope. 34(7): 44–54. 

Andrew “Pete” Vayda. (Professor emeritus; Department of Human Ecology) has the following publications:

· Explaining Indonesian Forest Fires: Both Ends of the Firestick,” in Human Ecology: Contemporary Research and Practice, D.G. Bates and J. Tucker, eds., Springer, New York, chap. 1 (pp. 17-35).
· Causal Explanation for Social Scientists: A Reader, co-edited with Bradley B. Walters*
            AltaMira Press, Lanham, MD.

· “Introduction: Pragmatic Methods and Causal-History Explanations” (with Bradley B. Walters), pp. 1-21 in the reader noted above. 

· “Dos and Don'ts in Interdisciplinary Research on Causes of Fires in Tropical Moist  Forests: Examples from Indonesia,” pp. 287-304 in the reader noted above.

Bradley Walters received his Ph.D. in E&E in 2000.
Judy Weis, (Department of Biology, Rutgers Newark) has published a new book titled  Do Fish Sleep?  Fascinating Answers to Questions about Fishes. Rutgers University Press. 
Rachael Winfree (Department of Entomology) reports: 

· Menz, M. H .M, R. D. Phillips, R. Winfree, C. Kremen, M.A. Aizen, S. D. Johnson, and K.W. Dixon.  2011. Reconnecting plants and  pollinators: challenges in the ecological restoration of pollination mutualisms. Trends in Plant Science 16: 4-12  (cover article). 
This paper  was chosen as Faculty of 1000 Recommended Reading. *
*The Faculty of 1000 is an online service that identifies the most important articles and trends across biology and medicine. 
· Ollerton, J., R. Winfree, and S. Tarrant. 2011. How many flowering plants are pollinated by animals? Oikos 120: 321-326  
This  paper was selected by Oikos editors as Paper of the Month

Faculty and Post Doc Achievements and Activities:
Jason Grabosky has been elected as a Graduate School-New Brunswick Representatives to the University Senate.

Karlo Hock, a Post-doctoral fellow working with Nina Fefferman, has been elected to the University Senate as a representative for annually appointed faculty and part-time lecturers at Rutgers. 
The Peter Smouse group hosted a Fulbright Scholar from Argentina, Dra. Cintia Souto, from November 2010 – February 2011, and worked on a project in South American biogeography: 

· Matching geo-climatic and morpho-genetic variation in Patagonian Embothrium coccineum (Proteaceae). 
Peter Smouse participated in preparation of a major government report, released in March 2011: 

· Columbia River Food Webs: Developing a Broader Scientific Foundation for Fish and Wildlife Restoration. http://www.nwcouncil.org/library/isab/isab2011-1.pdf 
Lena Struwe attended the Flora of New Jersey Project meeting in the Chrysler Herbarium on Feb 12. The Flora project just launched their new website http://www.njflora.org/ .

Lena Struwe represented Rutgers University at the annual meeting for the Organization for Tropical Studies at Palo Verde Research Station, Costa Rica, March 10-12.

The Rutgers University chapter of the Botanical Society of America was started during Fall 2010 by SEBS undergraduate Stacy Brody. Undergraduate and graduate students from several programs, departments, and areas at SEBS are involved. Lena Struwe in DEENR/Plant Biology serves as its faculty advisor. In the fall, the main BSA club event was “Spirit of Tequila”. The club hosted guest speakers from Siembra Azul Tequila and the University of Guadalajara and learned about tequila production, encompassing all aspects from agricultural to anthropological. To unwind around finals time, the club had a movie night featuring ‘Little Shop of Horrors.’ They also tabled at the October and December Cook Happy Hours, distributing products of Rutgers plant breeding programs and educating students and faculty about some common fruits and vegetables. In February the club screened the movie ‘Botany of Desire’ and later hosted guest speaker (and E&E alumnus) Dr. Christopher Martine. 
On March 23, the club hosted Dr.Joan Bennett in honor of women’s history month, and they plan to make a ‘Women in Botany’ lecture an annual event. Their next big adventure is a trip to The New York Botanical Garden on April 23. 

For more information, contact Stacy Brody at sbrody@Eden.Rutgers.edu 

Andrew “Pete” Vayda. (Professor emeritus; Department of Human Ecology) gave a seven-week weekly seminar on "Explaining Human Actions and Environmental Changes" at the University of Indonesia in Depok, Indonesia, in October and November 2010 and at the University of Arizona in Tucson, AZ, in January and February 2011.

Judy Weis, (Department of Biology, Rutgers Newark) has been very busy this month. At  the beginning of the monthshe was in Santa Barbara for an NCEAS-like workshop about coastal ecosystem services, sponsored by Sea Grant. Later in the month Judy was in Paris for the meeting of the international group of experts working on the "Water" chapter for the UNEP report on the Global Environment Outlook (GEO-5), where they finished the first draft of the chapter. Then at the end of the month she was in Washington D.C. for the meeting of the Board of Advisors of the Marine Fish Conservation Network, where Judy is the Sierra Club representative.

 

Media Coverage:

 Rachael Winfree (Department of Entomology) 

· Interviewed and her work was covered in Science News, “Backup bees,” 9 April 2011.

· Research was mentioned in New York Times, “Is a pesticide harming all those bees?” 1 April 2011.
· Research was used in a letter on pesticides and bees sent from Senator Menendez and Representative Holt to EPA director Lisa Jackson, 28 March 2011

Student Awards, Achievements, and Activities:
Rutgers Ecology & Evolution graduate students and faculty travel to Mongolia to study climate change and endangered fishes.

A new NSF International Research Experience for Students (IRES) award to Olaf Jensen and Tim Zimmerman will allow students from Rutgers and other universities to travel to Mongolia for research on endangered salmonid (trout family) fishes and the aquatic ecosystems in which they live.  The students themselves will be the subjects of a study on science learning during field internships.  The project will run for three summers starting July 2011.  This year, two E&E grad students, Talia Young and Orion Weldon, will join three students from other U.S. universities for a five-week trip to northern Mongolia.   The trip will include a ten-day research cruise on Lake Hovsgol, the 17th largest lake in the world and one of the most pristine.  The project seeks to integrate students into international research on climate change and aquatic ecosystems while also studying how we can improve future research experiences for students.
Andrea Egizi, a graduate student advised by Dina Fonseca, was awarded the Jobbins Scholarship by the Northeastern Mosquito Control Association $2,000. Andrea’s  proposal was entitled "Can one invasive mosquito help another become established?"

Jeremy Feinberg, advisor Joanna Burger, received a Supplemental Research Grant of $5000 from the Foundation for Ecological Research in the Northeast. For GC/MS testing of tadpoles for an array of common pesticides on Long Island. 

 

Natalie Howe, a Ph.D. student in the John Dighton lab, was the recipient of the Bayard-Long Award for Botanical Research from the Philadelphia Botanical Club.  Natalie received $500 for research on the ecology of lichens of the Pine Barrens.

Linda Rohleder, Ph.D. candidate in Claus Holzapfel's lab, and Bill Olson taught “Winter Vegetation Identification for Wetlands Delineation” on Feb. 17-18 as part of the professional Wetland Delineation Certification course series offered through the Rutgers Cooperative Extension.

Transitions:

Congratulations to David Mellor, advisor Rebecca Jordan, on the successful defense of his Ph.D. Dissertation on March 22, 2011. 

Congratulations to Faye Benjamin, advisor Rachael Winfree, successful completion of her Qualifying Exam: on March 15, 2001

Congratulations to Wayne Rossiter, advisor Michael Sukhdeo, on the successful defense of his Preliminary Proposal on April 20, 2011. 

Alumni:
Mariellé Anzelone (M.S. 2000.   advisor. JeanMarie Hartman) had an op-ed in the Sunday New York Times  

"When New York City Bloomed"

<http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/03/25/opinion/20110326-opart.html>

Jessica Cummings (MS, 2010, advisor Steven Handel) is now an Environmental Specialist for the Greenman-Pedersen company, an engineering and environmental services company throughout the east.  She is based in their Annapolis, MD office. 

Kenneth Elgersma (Ph.D. 2010, advisor Joan Ehrenfeld) has two news items to report:

· Kenneth has been appointed to a 3-year term on the editorial board for Ecosphere, ESA's new open-access journal, as a subject editor.

Kenneth and advisor Joan Ehrenfeld have the following publication:

· Elgersma, K.J. and J.G. Ehrenfeld (2011). Linear and non-linear impacts of a non-native plant invasion on soil microbial community structure and function.  Biological Invasions 13(3): 757-768.

Bill Landesman,( Ph.D. 2010, advisor John Dighton) has both a publication and a new job to announce:

· Bill has accepted a tenure track position as an Assistant Professor in at Green Mountain College in Poultney, Vermont. Bill starts in the fall when he will teach Ecology and Microbiology. 
And the publication:

· Landesman, W.J. and Dighton, J. Shifts in Microbial Biomass and the Bacteria: Fungi Ratio Occur Under Field Conditions Within 3 h After Rainfall. Microbial Ecology. Doi: 10.1007/s00248-011-9811-1

Brooke Maslo (Ph.D. 2010, advisor Steven Handel) reports the following publication: 

· Maslo, B., S.N. Handel, T.Pover. 2011. Restoring beaches for Atlantic Coast piping plovers (Charadrius melodus): a classification and regression tree analysis of nest-site selection. Restoration Ecology 19:194-203.
Jeanmaire Molina (Ph.D. 2009, advisor Lena Struwe) reports the following publication and corresponding news release:

· Jeanmaire Molina,  Martin Sikorab, Nandita Garudb, Jonathan M. Flowersa, Samara Rubinsteina, Andy Reynoldsb, Pu Huangc, Scott Jacksond, Barbara A. Schaalc,2, Carlos D. Bustamanteb, Adam R. Boykob, and Michael D. Purugganana 2011.  Molecular evidence for a single evolutionary origin of domesticated rice. Proceedings of the National Academy of Science Doi.10.1073pnas.1104686.108.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13266431
The E&E family continues to grow with the birth of Benjamin Patrick Lettini born to Stacey and Brian Lettini  on May 5th weighing 8 lbs 1 oz and  20 inches long.  Mom and son are doing well. Benjamin joins sister Katie. Stacye received her Ph.D. with Mike Sukhdeo in 2009.
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