
Rutgers 250th 

Rutgers Arctic lake 
Story by John Bognar, Mike Brady, Marjorie Kaplan, 

Rick Lathrop, Asa Rennermalm, Mike Siegel with 
contributions from Vivian Tedrow and Jerry Brown 



Photo of Queen’s College Lake from Rutgers University Archives but displayed in 
the Chair’s office of the Department of Ecology, Evolution & Natural Resources 



• Rutgers University professors John Tedrow and Grant 
Walton studied polar soils and geology. This required a 
number of field expeditions to the Arctic and Antarctic 
over their careers.  

• One of these trips in the mid-1960’s was to an ice-free 
section of NW Greenland called Inglefield Land.  

• While out doing fieldwork , they came across an unnamed 
lake and named the body of water, Queen’s College Lake 
in honor of Rutgers (Rutgers’ original name as a colonial 
college).            

• Dr. Tedrow subsequently had the name officially registered 
with the Danish Board of Geographic Names. Greenland is 
an autonomous dependent territory of Denmark.  

The Back Story 



But where is Queen’s College Lake? 

The green X’s show plotted location of the Latitude Longitude 
coordinates 78o 32” N 70o 58”W (given on the black & white photo).  
Landsat imagery of Inglefield Land, NW Greenland from Google Earth.  



Just for context. Let’s zoom out 



Zoom out even further.                       

This place is remote.  



Here is the purported QCL location 
from NunaGIS, a WebGIS of Greenland 

http://www.nunagis.gl/en/ 



Higher resolution Digital Globe imagery superimposed. Frozen 
bodies of water appear white in this image 

            But where is Queen’s College Lake?                      
There is no lake in close proximity to the original coordinate locations. The 
coordinates appear to be misplaced.  
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Further clues from maps produced by 
Dr. Tedrow 

Tedrow, J. C. F. (1977). Soils of the polar landscapes. New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers 
University Press. 

? 
? 

Several lakes 
were depicted 
on Dr. Tedrow’s 
study site maps.  
 
Could the large 
lake depicted on 
the map be 
Queen’s College 
Lake? 



Google Earth oblique view 

Matching up terrain features from the ground photo and oblique view from satellite imagery 
in Google Earth provides confirming evidence we have identified the true location of 
Queen’s College Lake.  



Queen’s College Lake found 

The red X shows the true location of Queen’s College Lake. The coordinates on 
the B&W photo and registered on the Danish Board of Names appears to be  off 
and don’t match Tedrow’s later published maps. This may have been a result of a 
difference between the initial field surveying and later finished mapping. 
Remember there was no GPS back in 1965.  
 
                          Landsat imagery of Inglefield Land, NW Greenland.            

X 

Original 
coordinate 78o 30’ 48” N 

70o 40’ 56”W 



Who wants to go find the cairn for 
Rutgers 250th anniversary?  

December 1966 article from the Polar Times.  
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